


Meet Our Founder 

 Inti Raymi Fund founder David McGrain, or Chimu as he is affectionately
nicknamed, is a phenomenal American success story twice over. First,
the All-American boy became a highly successful businessman. Then
he became a highly successful human being. As he travelled, he witnessed
the vast gulf between wealthy people visiting other countries and the
native people they walked past without seeing, some of those people
living on less than a dollar a day. Chimu realized how important it is
to not only see, but to better understand the gulf that separates human
from human. He gave up reservations at the Sheraton and Four Seasons
in favor of staying in the homes of people who lived in the places he visited,
people he met on the streets. As his world expanded, Chimu began to
collect indigenous, tribal art. His collection grew, and he began to wonder –
 who made this art? Where did those people go? He began to travel to faraway
 countries, where he fell in love with people that had lived in the lands for hundreds,
 sometimes thousands of years. 

The nickname Chimu came from a civilization that predates the Inca and
thrived in northern Peru from the 7th through the 14th centuries.
Determined to provide marginalized people with the respect, dignity, and
opportunity, Chimu started the Inti Raymi Fund in late 2011. Through IRF,
he began funding what he likes to call “Passion Projects” out of his own
pocket. Finally developing a formula of giving that works for Indigenous Peoples
and other oppressed people, he created a different way of giving for others to
use – matching funds to support transparent projects that struggling communities
have identified, planned, and carry out on their own. To date, IRF has funded
projects in countries in every pocket of the planet, donating more than $2.6 million
from the private fund to help communities and people progress in their own way.
And we are not stopping now. We continue to travel the Earth, searching
for marginalized and oppressed people fighting to survive. We strive to bring
them respect, dignity and a level playing field. We work to bring them hope
and a way forward.

We've confused the pursuit of happiness with a pursuit of things. 
We're taught to look  upstream to see who has more things, better things. 
My hope is to help people to look downstream and pull others up. 
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Chimu visiting a refugee camp in Juba, South Sudan.
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Today, Chimu wears a large solid-gold nose ring on a 
necklace around his neck. Robbers stole the ring centuries

 ago from the grave of a man who wanted to impress those
 in the afterlife with his importance. The heavy nose ring
 thumps against Chimu's chest as he walks, a constant
 reminder that you cannot take it with you when you go.      

https://intiraymifund.org/herero-namaqua-peoples-genocide-namibia-1904-to-1908/
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Our Philosophy

http://www.instagram.com/intiraymifund/
http://www.instagram.com/intiraymifund/


“The Difference Between Mercy and Pity is Respect”  
The Inti Raymi Fund was created to change the way we all think about 
philanthropy. We believe it is time to provide people with a way to be more 
effective in how they give.  Most importantly, we believe it is time to provide
 the people we help with Dignity and Respect in the process. It is time to be 
wiser about the way we help by asking the recipients…  ” What do you need?”
and “How can we Help?”  ,then listen and respond accordingly. Giving 
people what they need to move forward on their own terms is a sustainable

 way which is respectful and builds self-esteem.  At the IRF, we feel it is time 
to make sure that the money we give goes directly into the hands of the people 
who need it, not into the hands of corrupt governments, or certain ineffective
 NGO organizations. We feel the time has come to allow those who give, the
 opportunity to choose who they help and how they help. We believe people
 who give back to the world deserve to feel the emotional satisfaction and 
joy which helping people directly brings. 
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Changing the Paradigm   
For centuries, the world has operated with a distinctly western philosophy 
on how we go about the business of helping those “less fortunate”. It is 
based on the idea that affluent people – successful members of the modern

 human race –know what is best for all people. This has led public and
 private aid organizations to develop programs that overly control  the 
way other cultures receive and utilize aid. With the best of intentions, 
we have perpetuated generations of dependent communities attached to 
government and nonprofit programs for survival. This attitude has led to 
the disappearance of unique cultures and ideas globally. By continuing 
to project our western beliefs onto struggling communities, we are creating
 more harm than good by crippling the very people we seek to help.  
We rob them of the opportunity to build the problem-solving skills they 
need, and we damage their confidence and their own ability to thrive. By
 working with third parties instead of working directly with the communities
 in need, philanthropists have unintentionally created an enormous opportunity
 for corruption within the international aid industry. It is hard to exactly 
calculate how much money sent to foreign countries and domestic aid 
groups for philanthropic aid is lost. Our estimate, from our extensive field

 work in over 60 countries, is that between 50%-99% evaporates into the
 system.  One thing is certain – corruption and skepticism are the major 
obstacles hindering international aid today.  
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Adrenaline Philosophy  
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Anas Talalqa, our Human Rights Advisor with group of Sámi people from Finland at the 

United Nations Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues in New York, USA.   
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It is time to change the way we change the world. IRF is a new model for 
21st century philanthropy based on Human connection, self-determination, 

process.  Respect Dignity  and and in the We call it Adrenaline Philanthropy. 
It is about charging you directly with the power to decide which communities
 you help and what projects you fund. It is about empowering those in need 
with the power to move forward in ways they determine for themselves, 
free of strings attached or conditions. It is about putting cash directly into
 the hands of those who need it most! Isn't this what you would want if you 
were in need and were asked what you needed, or would you be happy with 
donated shoes or “other gifts” and enjoy listening about some new religion 
from some distant land? Keep in mind this entire process is administered by 
foreigners in your country. We travel the world and scour geopolitical news, 
seeking out and finding people that have been oppressed and marginalized 
by corrupt and abusive leadership. We offer people in these communities 
a one-time opportunity to level the playing field. We offer them a second 
chance to survive. We believe that diversity makes our global community 
stronger. We bring the faces and communities of the people we discover to
 you. We show you the projects they want us to fund. We hope to inspire 
you to understand the cultures and the issues they struggle to overcome.
 We hope to inspire you to take back the power to choose the projects which 
you wish to contribute, to find the people and the causes that resonate with 
you. We believe absolutely that you have the ability to change the world, 
one community at a time. The IRF philosophy was developed through 
annual attendance at the Annual United Nations Conferences on Indigenous 

Indigenous Peoples Issues, where we listen to thousands of peoples 
representing hundreds of ethnicities from all regions of the world discuss 
their issues and needs. We came to understand that, while all people share 
common human bonds, every community lives with a unique set of 
circumstances. We realized that “we” cannot know what is best for every 
community in every part of the world. We came to understand that if we 
don't know what they actually need, we cannot possibly help them. 
Our Approach is simple. We address each project by treating the people 
we wish to assist with Dignity and Respect in the process. 

We trust and believe in these people to know what they need and want to 
move forward. After listening to thousands of people discuss their issues 
at the United Nations over the years, we noticed they all resoundingly say 
the same thing over and over, they all want “Self-Determination” as 
described in Articles 3 & 4 of the United Nations Declaration on the Rights

 of Indigenous Peoples. By asking our two significant questions… 
“What do you need?” and “How can we help?”, we believe we can address
 their concerns in the most respectful and effective manner. 

Chaski Morales, Inti Raymi Fund
director with an Indigenous Arhuacos
community leader in Sierra Nevada
de Santa Marta, Colombia.  
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https://intiraymifund.org/poverty-relief-palestinian-beduin-israeli-gypsy-embroidery-organization-support/
https://intiraymifund.org/poverty-relief-palestinian-beduin-israeli-gypsy-embroidery-organization-support/
https://intiraymifund.org/socially-responsible-tourism-2/
https://intiraymifund.org/socially-responsible-tourism-2/
https://intiraymifund.org/maya-peoples-safe-home-school-support/
https://intiraymifund.org/maya-peoples-safe-home-school-support/
https://intiraymifund.org/kuna-embera-peoples-tribal-survival-support/
https://intiraymifund.org/kuna-embera-peoples-tribal-survival-support/
https://www.un.org/development/desa/indigenouspeoples/about-us/world-conference.html
https://www.un.org/development/desa/indigenouspeoples/about-us/world-conference.html
https://www.un.org/esa/socdev/unpfii/documents/DRIPS_en.pdf
https://www.un.org/esa/socdev/unpfii/documents/DRIPS_en.pdf
https://intiraymifund.org/amazighs-of-northern-africa/
https://intiraymifund.org/amazighs-of-northern-africa/
https://intiraymifund.org/amazighs-of-northern-africa/
https://intiraymifund.org/san-peoples-of-botswana/
https://intiraymifund.org/san-peoples-of-botswana/
https://intiraymifund.org/herero-namaqua-peoples-genocide-namibia-1904-to-1908/
https://intiraymifund.org/herero-namaqua-peoples-genocide-namibia-1904-to-1908/
http://www.instagram.com/intiraymifund/
http://www.instagram.com/intiraymifund/


How our giving helps
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Adrenaline Philanthropy

Embrace your Roots & Grow is an active citizenship and personal development 
educational training course funded by Inti Raymi Fund for young people in 
Armenia, age 18–30 years. In Partnership with Loesje Armenia, this course aims 
to educate youth about true values of active citizenship such as; human rights, rule of 
law and active participation. The program comprises 11 training courses, each over five

 continuous days, taking place in each of the 11 regions of Armenia with the aim of
 touching the lives of an estimated 5,000 Armenian young people.

Embrace your Roots & Grow

14

IRF project in Lebanon helps refugee
children who are not currently enrolled
in the public school system due to
challenges such as language barriers or
stalled academic progress resulting from
their geographic displacement.
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 Inti Raymi Fund 16Adrenaline Philanthropy15

IRF founder, CHIMU, viewing Shipibo 
Indigenous bracelets with Maryna Linchuk
of Belarus. This famous super-model was
part of an initiative by the IRF to support
and promote Indgenous Peolples through
their artforms.



P
h

o
to

: 
In

ti
 R

a
y
m

i 
F

u
n

d
  

 

17  Inti Raymi Fund Inti Raymi Fund team member in Sulu'an Island, Philippines after Typhoon Haiyan. Also known
 as “Super Typhoon Yolanda”, this was one of the strongest tropical cyclones ever recorded.

18Adrenaline Philanthropy

Our team members taking part in a traditional
ceremony in Bagmati region, Nepal. We take
the traditions of the people we help seriously
and support them in the most Respectful way. 
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20Adrenaline Philanthropy
Chimu visiting Za'atari refugee camp in North Jordan. Za'atari camp hosts around 80,000 Syrians who have
 been forced to flee the war in Syria.
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The children from Nuer and Dinka communities in Mangateen and

 Hai Referendum in 107, the area much affected by the conflict

 in 2013 and 2016 are telling the leaders of South Sudan, 

Please make peace as your priority. 
We are tired of war, no more war

Young peacebuilders during sport for peace session in Juba, South Sudan.
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Adrenaline Philanthropy 22

Chimu on the summit of Mt. Elbrus in
Russia, displays the LGBTQ banner of
the Side-by-Side International Film 
Festival Organization. Side-by-Side 
seeks to explore the complex issues
of LGBTQ, through the lense of 
cinema in Russia. 
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        Tania, student and member of the Recycled Orchestra in Asuncion, Paraguay. Adrenaline Philanthropy 24Adrenaline Philanthropy

Mitigating Harmful Industries Mitigating 
Harmful Industries In keeping with the IRF's mission to 
support ancient and fragile societies, the IRF provided 
significant financing and sponsorship of the Indigenous 
Sami People's Reindeer Cooperate of Northern Norway 
to the Indigenous Sami Peoples' Reindeer Herding 
association. These funds were used for due diligence 
studies on the geological and environmental impacts for 
the proposed mining company's purchase/lease offers to 
strip mining vast areas in the Sami Peoples Territories.

Nuclear Zero To create a just, peaceful world and 
protect our environment, the Inti Raymi Fund partnered 
with Nuclear Age Peace Foundation to educate and 
advocate for peace and for a world free of nuclear 
weapons. Our contribution was directed towards the 
Marshall Islands because it is the home of the United 
States’ massive nuclear testing, which caused irreparable 
harm and death by radiation poisoning to thousands of 
the Indigenous Bikini Islanders of the Marshall Islands. 
The largest of the nuclear bomb  tests was infamously 
called "Castle Bravo".

Recycled Orchestra In appreciation for turning 
garbage into beauty and inspiring dreams, the IRF 
provided financial support to the Landfill Harmonic 
Orchestra. Our funds are being used to provide logistical 
support for the elderly in this utterly impoverished 
landfill community as well as to provide well balanced 
meals for the extended families of the orchestra 
members.



2012-2018   At a Glance
 
  76 
projects

More than 

donated

More than 
$ 2,600,000 444,739  

people helped  
  65 
countries 
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Our Leadership      

Chimu  
Founder and Managing Director 

Anas Talalqa
Human Rights Advisor  

Chaski Morales 
Director  

Kristine Kiltz  
Director  

Richard Schaefer 
Director  

The Inti Raymi Fund is not a school builder, 

a water well driller, a preacher or a deliverer, 

what we are is an organization which Respectfully

 shares with People and provides them the

 working capital to fulfill their life’s needs and 

we provide them a “second chance in life to 

thrive”. 

https://intiraymifund.org/team/
https://intiraymifund.org/team/


67 Partnerships, 1 Goal      

29  Inti Raymi Fund 30Adrenaline Philanthropy



 We believe that philanthropy is not about signing a check, it is about starting your sharing adventure! It's finding a new way of looking at the world, a chance to see
 people and cultures hidden from the mainstream. It is about making the kind of difference you want to make in the world. It is about receiving the emotional satisfaction
 and joy when you connect and help people directly. If you can experience this intense emotional connection and joy, you will continue your sharing journey on into perpetuity.  

 If our message resonates with you, let us help you realize your dreams
 of helping people too. If the Inti Raymi Fund can help you help 
people, then we've facilitated more good in the world. 

Follow IRF on social media:

INTI RAYMI FUND 

A Private Family Foundation 
501(c)(3)Tax Exempt Org. 
EIN 45-3782829
Office: Austin, TX USA
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